
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

June 1, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were:  Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver; Councilors: Johnson Greene, Christopher Collins, and August Nelson, Sr., Lewis Pagel, and Matthew Tekker.
Mayor Gayle Ralston was absent.

A quorum was established.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Associate Pastor Alex McCabe from the Assembly of God church provided invocation.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.   There were no changes to it.
A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Tekker to adopt the agenda as written.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the regular meeting minutes of May 18, 2017.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt the regular meeting minutes of May 18, 2017 as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

VI.
CORRESPONDENCE
City Manager Shawn Gilman directed the council to the e-mail from the Northwest Arctic Borough announcing the Village Improvement Fund where a commission will recommend to the assembly that it fund a project within the community that requests the monies.
MAYOR RALSTON arrived at 5:10 p.m.

She briefed the council on the letter from State of Alaska Governor Walker that discussed United States President Trump’s investment in national infrastructure which outlines the State intends to solicit proposals from communities within Alaska.  Ms. Gilman stated that the letter from the Arctic Circle Search and Rescue asks the city to waive the insurance and building permit on a building it intends to construct.  The letter also asks that the city provide insurance since the structure will be on city land.  She stated that the letter from Alison Bogle and Arthur Milnes from Canada asks that the City declare July 1, 2017 as Sir John A. Macdonald-Canada Day.  the proclamation will be put into a Canda 150 Time Capsule that will be opened in 3017.
VII.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

No one present made comments to the council.
VIII.  Unfinished Business

a.  Boat Harbor Operations Plan Update
Shawn Gilman, City Manager, informed the council that the Planning Commission met on May 27, 2017and decided that there would be no fees for the residents who use the facility during this year.  She stated that at the council work session held on May 31, 2017 it was decided that fees would be at 50% of what was proposed.  Under the qualifications and requirements, elders will be allowed to moor only one vessel in the harbor at a reduced rate.  Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that proof of age must be required.  Ms. Gilman stated that the code requires that statistic in order for the elder to benefit.    A brief discussion ensued.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a.  Introduction and First Public Hearing: Ordinance 17-08: a code ordinance repealing and re-enacting Kotzebue Municipal code 3.20.360 ‘Elders or Disabled Citizens’ Sales Tax Exemptions’ effective July 1, 2017
City Attorney Joe Evans recommended that the council move to introduce the ordinance then hold the first public hearing on June 8, 2017.

A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to introduce Ordinance 17-08.

The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Lewis Pagel

yes

Matthew Tekker
yes

The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Ralston set the first public hearing on Ordinance 17-08 for the special


Council meeting to be held on June 8, 2017.
b. Resolution 17-32: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue accepting the April 3, 2017 MacSWAIN Associates, LLC Appraisal Report with a market value of $53,300 for the Quintillion Easements for its underground Fiber Optic Cable in Kotzebue, Alaska and authorizing the Mayor pursuant to Kotzebue Municipal Code (KMC) 3.12.010(b) to execute three (3) Fiber Optic Easements
City Attorney Joe Evans stated that two years ago, the council approved three easements from Quintillion that were put into the ground between Tundra and the seawall.  He said that there was no legal description then, therefore the appraisal was done.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt Resolution 17-32.

The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes

The motion passed unanimously.

c.  Resolution 17-33: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue  authorizing the City Manager, or her designee, to enter into an agreement with URESCO Construction Materials in the amount of  $61, 170.00 for Chemicals for the City-owned and Operated Water Treatment Plant for FY2018
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt Resolution 17-33.

The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes

The motion carried unanimously.

d.  Resolution 17-34: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue  authorizing the City Manager, or her designee, to enter into an agreement with Waste Management in the amount of $57,411.16 for Hazardous Waste Disposal for FY2018

A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to adopt Resolution 17-34.


The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes

The motion passed unanimously.
X. 
CITY MANAGER REPORT

City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that she was out of the office due to family matters for the past few weeks.  She reported that the Coast Guard will be here on June 8 to discuss with community members its plans for the summer.  The meeting will be held at the Recreation Center at 10 a.m.  Ms. Gilman stated that the Planning Commission will hold its meeting on June 8, likely in the Public Works office.  She said Spring Cleanup went well and 37 bikes were given away; residents are actively picking up debris.  Shawn stated that NANA provided a $150,000.00 check for EMS services that the city provides area wide.  She informed the council that the Engineer for the city will begin employment on June 5th.  Ms. Gilman reported that Joe Groves, the coordinator for the ReasiSTAR Summer School program sent an e-mail thanking the Fire Department for its assistance with students visiting the fire hall.  She said that Drake Construction will begin hauling and stockpiling road material for the Cape Blossom project.  Shawn informed the council that Sargeant Roberts and Sonia McCabe are scheduling activities that include movie and teen night and are looking for volunteers to assist them.  She said both employees will be helping with the Seahawks team guests when they are town July 11th.  Shawn mentioned that the Memorial Parade was held on May 29th and Mayor Ralston gave a speech that was well received during it.  Mayor Ralston stated that Councilor Tekker was the Flag Bearer.    Ms. Gilman reported that the finance department has been sending out notices to delinquent customers and plan to issue shut off notices if their water and sewer bills are not paid.    She said that with the borough funds, it is hoped that the city can obtain funds for the E911 system which is needed for the entire area.  Shawn notified the council that several employees, including Jeff Barger, Russ Ferguson, Leo Greene, Stan Larich, Ryan Snyder, Olaf Walker and Rick Watson, Jim Beasley, Louis Edenshaw, Matt Lazarus, Terry McCall, Gus Nelson, Jared Tiepelman, Steven Williamson, Gary Savetilik and Dorian Skin received their 40 hour hazardous waste operation and emergency response training certificates.   Councilor Tekker suggested that the City Engineer be nominated to represent the city on the Village Improvement Committee that the borough plans to establish.  He asked what the plans were for the tent frames while Drake is using that area.  Ms. Gilman stated that the frames will be stored in the Public Works yard.  Councilor Tekker said it was good to see the sweeper out cleaning the streets.  He thanked everyone involved in Spring Cleanup.  Mayor Ralston stated that underage operators of scooters are out on the streets and he wanted to know what the age limit is for operating them.  City Attorney Joe Evans stated that Alaska law requires operators to be 16 years of age with driver licenses.  Vice-Mayor Beaver said that Sargeant Roberts contacted Maniilaq for assistance with movie night for youngsters.  She asked about Remote Solutions and whether or not it has received the grant for the Safe Routes to School Project.    Councilor Collins requested that all cities and IRAs be notified of the harbor rates.  
XI.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat A:  Christopher Collins:  Councilor Collins said that the white tent frames are important to the spring subsistence harvest.  He requested that Drakes be contacted about their gravel delivery schedule so that the spaces can be open for as long as possible.  Councilor Collins thanked the road crew and home owners who are cleaning up around the city.  He reminded all boaters to watch for ice conditions, be safe and have a good spring.

Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Councilor Pagel stated that everyone did a good job with the cleanup effort.  He asked everyone to be safe this year.  Councilor Pagel said that along Second Avenue there is sheet metal in the road and he requested that it be moved out of the right of way area.

Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker thanked staff and volunteers who assisted with cleanup.
Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson asked about the curfew law, stating that he called the police more than once about 4 boys hollering and jumping around until 1:04 a.m. one morning.  He stated that the police just watched the boys without getting out of the patrol car.  Chief of Police Swisher stated that he will talk to the officers.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene stated that good information has been presented at this meeting.  He asked when food inspectors come to town to inspect local businesses who serve food.  City Attorney Joe Evans stated that the State of Alaska is responsible for those businesses.
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston thanked city employees who participated in the cleanup.  He asked everyone to be safe and watchful for children on the streets.
Seat E:  Sandra Beaver:  Vice-Mayor Beaver suggested that Parks and Recreation provide an area for kids to operate motorcycles, training them in safety matters.  She stated that drivers are cutting corners and even driving into the Fire Department property.  
XII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to go into executive session to receive confidential attorney/client legal advice from the city attorney.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The council went into executive session at 6:02 p.m.

The meeting reconvened in open session at 6:10 p.m.

Mayor Ralston stated that the council received legal advice from the attorney.

NO FURTHER BUSINESS.
XIII.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilor Collins, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

