
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

February 26, 2018
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gayle Ralston called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were: Mayor Ralston, Vice-Mayor Lewis Pagel; Councilors: Johnson Greene, Sandra Shroyer-Beaver, Matthew Tekker, August Nelson, Sr. and Eugene Smith.
A quorum was established.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A moment of silence was observed.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.   City Attorney Joe Evans informed the council that there ia an addition under New Business.    He said it is Appeal from Michael Kramer.  Mr. Evans stated that Acting City Manager Bill Reich terminated him.  Councilor Smith stated that the addition should be Item A: Appeal.  Mr. Evans said that the Acting City Manager terminated Mr. Kramer and an Appeal Hearing, either comprised of the entire City Council and/or three members of its needed to be scheduled.  Mayor Ralston asked if it involves only for the Council.  Mr. Evans said yes.
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Beaver to adopt the agenda as amended.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

There were no minutes to adopt.

VI.  
CORRESPONDENCE


No correspondence was presented.

VII.  
CITIZENS COMMENTS


No one present made any comments to the council.

VIII.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


There was no unfinished business to review.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a. Appeal from Michael Kramer

City Attorney Joe Evans informed the council that there is procedure that must be filled in order for the Appeal from Mr. Kramer to go forward.  He stated that Michael was issued a Notice of Termination by the Acting City Manager.  Mayor Ralston informed Mr. Evans that Michael Kramer is present at the meeting tonight.  Mr. Evans said that when an employee is dissatisfied with the action of the city manager he has the right to appeal to the City Council that must be filed within thirty (30) calendar days of the employee’s receipt of manager’s decision.  He stated that the procedures to follow for an Appeal Hearing are listed in the code.  Mr. Evans stated that after the appeal has been heard by the council, it has twenty (20) days to render a decision in the matter.  He informed the council that it can have a subcommittee among itself to conduct the hearing or the full council could participate in it.  Mr. Evans stated that a date needs to be set to hold the hearing which will be closed to the public.  Vice-Mayor Pagel asked about the availability of members of the council.  Councilor Smith stated that the full council needs to conduct the hearing so there is no repetition of what is said when it is done.  Mr. Evans reminded the council that its next regular meeting is March 15, 2018 and March 26, 2018 is Seward’s Day.  Mayor Ralston stated that NANA day is March 12, 2018.  Councilor Beaver suggested that councilors state the days that he/she is not available.  Mr. Evans informed the council that this week is not a good one because three (3) days are needed to get information disseminated to it.  Vice-Mayor Pagel asked City Attorney Evans if a week out from today’s date would work and if he could be available.  Mr. Evans said he will serve as the Hearing Officer and will be present.  After some discussion, Mayor Ralston set the Michael Kramer Appeal Hearing for Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 5:15 p.m.
b. List Of Applications For City Manager
City Attorney Joe Evans stated that the names of the eighteen (18) applicants need to be read.  Mayor Ralston read into the record the name(s) of:  Dale 
Goodman, Gene Green, Stephen Lindsey, Lou Ogaard, Michael Scott, Courtney Smith, Marvin Yoder, Brian McKay, Dennis Sparks, Leonard Jones, Harry Staven, Kenneth  Weaver, Victor Dae, Michael Silverman, Leon Kiana, Richard Torres, Jr., Calvin Anderson, and William (Billy) Reich, Sr..  Mr. Evans said that the council can make a motion to go into executive session to review the applications.  
X.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

There was no report from the City Manager.
XI.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat A:  Eugene Smith:    Councilor Smith did not make any comments.
Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Vice-Mayor Pagel did not have comments.
Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker stated that he is concerned with snow removal with all the storms recently.  Acting City Manager Bill Reich stated that Terry McCall has been out sick.  He said that one of the front end loaders is overheating and no visible leaks can be found.  Councilor Tekker asked about the lift stations.  Mr. Reich stated that at lift station number five (5) the crew has been using pumps on it because somebody is dumping oil into the lines causing problems with it.  Councilor Tekker said that Third Avenue needs to be kept free of a lot of snow so that the kids walking to school are safe in that area.
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston reminded everyone that at the last meeting, he expressed concern with dog mushers running their teams on the Loop 
Road as well as any other road, for that matter.  He stated that the council needs to re-visit the city code under the Animal Control or Traffic section because it is becoming a public safety issue.  City Attorney Evans said that he can meet with Acting Chief of Police Russell to discuss the concerns with him and have ideas prepared for the next City Council meeting on March 15, 2018.  Councilor Nelson said that it needs to be made into an ordinance.  Acting Chief of Police Russell informed the council that he talked to officers patrolling the streets and the Animal Control individual about the matter.  He stated that the police department is prepared to respond to complaints about the dog mushers on the streets.
Seat E:  Sandra Shroyer-Beaver:  Councilor Beaver said she had no comments.

Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson did not have any comments.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene did not have comments.
XII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Nelson to go into executive session to discuss matters, the immediate knowledge of which would have an adverse effect upon the finances of the city and to discuss subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and charter of any person.
The council went into executive session at 5:34 p.m.

The meeting convened in open session at 6:15 p.m.

Mayor Ralston announced that the council reviewed all the applicants for the City Manager position.  He stated that the City Council is offering the job to Acting City Manager Billy Reich, who will work out the details of his contract with the City Attorney.   Mayor Ralston stated that the council will review and discuss the contract prior to the beginning of the Appeal Hearing on March 6, 2018.

NO FURTHER BUSINESS.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilor Smith, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

