CITY OF KOTZEBUE

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

September 21, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gayle Ralston called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were:  Mayor Ralston, Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver; Councilors: Johnson Greene, August Nelson, Sr., Lewis Pagel, Christopher Collins and Matthew Tekker.
A quorum was established.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Sonia McCabe, wife of Associate Pastor Alex McCabe of the Assembly of God provided the invocation.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.   City Manager Shawn Gilman notified the council that there is an addition and an amendment to the agenda, under IX. New Business; Item e. Kotzebue Broadcasting, Inc. Annual Fund Drive was added and Item c. Resolution 18-11 was postponed until the next regular meeting. There were no other changes.  She asked the council to amend the agenda.   
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt the amended agenda.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the regular meeting minutes of August 17, 2017 and the special meeting minutes of August 21, 2017.
A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Vice Mayor Beaver to adopt the regular meeting minutes of August 17, 2017 and the special meeting minutes of August 21, 2017 as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

VI.
CORRESPONDENCE
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that DNR Construction had submitted a temporary water use permit extension with less than 10,000 gallons a day pumping. She also stated that the update from Elden Mulder was the Legislature passed their capital budget which did not affect any of the city’s projects.
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that Mayor Ralston had made her aware of a request for a Mayoral Proclamation for the FASD Awareness Day in Kotzebue.
Mayor Ralston stated that it has already past but that he spoke with an individual by the name of Jean and she said that next year she would put in a request ahead of time.
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that city employee Alex McCabe had moved to the Fire Department as a full time firefighter and that she was able to find a successful candidate to fill his position but in the meantime Alex has offered to do consulting work if the city so desired so she had asked him to put a presentation together to present to the council and is included in tonight’s council packet. 
Councilor Tekker asked if the proposal from Alex McCabe would constitute a conflict of interest.

City Attorney Joe Evans stated that the city has never done this before so he would have to take at a look at the code and get back to Administration.
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that the city had another DNR temporary water use authorization, for 72,000 gallons of water per day.

VII.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

No one present made comments to the council.
VIII.  Unfinished Business
a. Appointment of City Planning Commissioner: Seat B – two year term
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that the city received 3 letters of interest from the following individuals for the vacant Planning Commission Seat B. 
Pierre Lonewolf

Ernest Hyatt

Silvano Viveiros
Mayor Ralston suggested addressing this unfinished business in executive session towards the end of the meeting.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a. Resolution 18-09: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the Appointment of temporary, part-time personnel for the October 3, 2017 Municipal Election
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Vice Mayor Beaver to adopt Resolution 18-09.

The roll call vote was:

Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes

Matthew Tekker

yes


August Nelson

yes

Johnson Greene

yes


Lewis Pagel

yes

Christopher Collins
yes

The motion passed unanimously.
b. Resolution 18-10: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the City Manager, or her designee, to apply for and accept, if awarded, funds totaling $15,720.00 from the State of Alaska Department of Public Safety (DPS) Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Award
A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt Resolution 18-10.

      The roll call vote was:
Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes

Matthew Tekker

yes


August Nelson

yes

Johnson Greene

yes


Lewis Pagel

yes

Christopher Collins
yes


      The motion passed unanimously.
c. Resolution 18-11:  a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the City Manager, or her designee, to accept funds totaling $802,200.00 from the State of Alaska Department of Transportation for the Third Avenue Sidewalk Project

Resolution 18-11 was postponed until the next regular meeting.
d. Resolution 18-12: A resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the Mayor, or his designee, to execute a Cooperative Project Agreement with the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium to construct and/or replace Water and Sewer lines in Kotzebue

A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Tekker to adopt Resolution 18-12.
The roll call vote was:

Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes

Matthew Tekker

yes


August Nelson

yes

Johnson Greene

yes


Lewis Pagel

yes

Christopher Collins
yes

The motion passed unanimously.
e. Kotzebue Broadcasting Inc. Annual Fund Drive
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that Brad Reeve submitted a letter requesting any support that the city can provide for the Annual Fund Drive for Kotzebue Broadcasting. The dates for this year’s drive will be October 5th through October 19th with the grand prize drawing to be held on November 3rd.  
Mayor Ralston stated that KOTZ is a lifeline to our community and the region.
City Manager Shawn Gilman apologized that she did not have a number for council on what is available in the city’s budget for donations, she stated that the finance director, Michael Cooper was out of the office. She stated that in the past the city also donated airline miles, t-shirts and rec center memberships.
X. 
CITY MANAGER REPORT


City Manager Shawn Gilman briefly went over her written report
She announced the following calendar dates:
September 26th  Homeless Shelter Board Meeting @ NIHA at 1:30 p.m.

October 3rd 
  Kotzebue Municipal Elections and 

  Northwest Arctic Borough General Elections


October 11th 
  LBCB Meeting @ Council Chambers at 5:00 p.m.

Shawn Gilman stated that she had received a letter from the State of Alaska Department of Corrections Commissioner Dean Williams outlining a transition of services to the communities on a local level. She stated that she brought this forward as an introduction and if council would like to take any action on this they can do so at the next meeting.
Shawn Gilman briefly explained the boil water notice.  She also stated that the homeless shelter has developed a Board of Directors and has decided on a name, it will be called “Kotzebue Connection”.

Shawn Gilman stated that she attended the Village Improvement Fund Meeting along with several City Councilor and community members.  She stated that Marie Greene was appointed as Commissioner and Russ Schaeffer was appointed as the alternate.

City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that the city’s current lobbyist contracts are up for renewal in November and that she would like direction from the Council as to a continued relationship with them or if the city would like to put the contracts out to bid.  She stated that she has had an inquiry to this process and would appreciate the Council’s guidance.
Shawn Gilman announced the following staff recognitions:

Sonia McCabe was promoted as the new Parks and Recreation Director

Alex McCabe transferred to the Fire Department as a full time firefighter


Ryan Snyder has submitted his notice and is moving back to New York.


Dara Otness was selected as the new Senior Staff Accountant to replace Alex

City Manager Shawn Gilman also took the opportunity to offer special recognition to an employee that has gone above and beyond their expected contribution to the City of Kotzebue. Russ Ferguson understanding the Water Department’s limited training budget had a personal goal to achieve all of his provisional licenses in one year. Mr. Ferguson paid for training, travel, lodging etc. to attend class in Anchorage at a cost in excess of $2,000 to meet his personal goals. She said that he is a highly dedicated employee and has brought a value to the City of Kotzebue and for his personal contribution she gave him 3 days administrative leave to use at his leisure and invited him and his spouse to lunch.
Shawn Gilman stated that a request came in from the Northwest Arctic Borough to see if the Police Department can conduct a breathalyzer test to their employees through an MOU.  She proposed this to Chief Swisher and he stated that we could off this but that it is an expensive service 

Councilor Collins stated that he would like to know the actual cost per test before responding to the request.
Shawn Gilman stated that the Planning Commission inquired as to their minutes being included in the city council packets. She asked the council to consider a permanent place on the agenda so that any commission and committee reports and minutes can be included in this spot on the agenda.  After some brief discussion council said it could go under correspondence or reports. 
XI.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat A:  Christopher Collins:  Councilor Collins stated that his term is up and tonight was his last council meeting. Councilor Collins requested an overview or report on the harbor.
Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Councilor Pagel congratulated Sonia McCabe on her promotion and he thanked Ryan Snyder for all of his hard work and dedication.
Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker stated that it is good to see the City’s projects are still on the books and being worked on and he thanked Jason Miles for his work and communication with the State of Alaska, Department of Transportation (SOA/DOT). Councilor Tekker stated that he has had individuals express their willingness to pay for large item pick up but would like to have that service available year round.  Councilor Tekker congratulated Sonia McCabe on her promotion and Alex McCabe on his transfer to the Fire Department. Councilor Tekker also recognized Russ Ferguson’s dedication to the City of Kotzebue and he thanked Ryan Snyder for his work and dedication during his employment with the city and wished him well on his future endeavors. 
Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson thanked the road crew for fixing the pot holes.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene stated that the City should feel free to talk live on the radio in regards to lengthy notices, for example the boil water notice. Councilor Greene 
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston thanked Councilor Collins for serving his term on the city council. Mayor Ralston also expressed his appreciation to Russ Ferguson for going above and beyond in his position and all the hard work he has done for the city. Mayor Ralston thanked Ryan Snyder for his hard work and dedication to the city during his employment and wished him well.

Mayor Ralston stated that the elder’s sales tax exemption was going in the right direction.
Seat E:  Sandra Beaver:  Vice-Mayor Beaver asked if the street sweeper is regularly operated by the city, Council replied yes. She echoed Councilor Nelson’s earlier comment on thanking the road crew for fixing the pot holes.
Vice Mayor Beaver wished Ryan Snyder well and thanked him for his work with the city. Vice Mayor Beaver suggested doing something for employee, Russ Ferguson for going above and beyond at work. She encouraged training for city employees. Vice Mayor Beaver thanked Councilor Collins for serving on the city council. Vice Mayor Beaver sends well wishes to City Clerk, Linda Greene. 

XII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Collins to go into executive session to discuss subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any persons, in matters that are required by law to be kept confidential; 

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

The council went into executive session at 6:50 p.m.


The meeting reconvened in open session at 7:27 p.m.

Mayor Gayle Ralston announced the appointment of Pierre Lonewolf to Seat B on the Planning Commission.
XIII.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilor Collins, seconded by Councilor Pagel to adjourn.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Brenda Krol
Acting City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

