
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

OCTOBER 9, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gayle Ralston called the meeting to order at 12:03 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were:  Mayor Ralston, Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver, Councilors:  Lewis Pagel, Matthew Tekker, Christopher Collins, Johnson Greene and August Nelson, Sr.
A quorum was established.

III. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.  There were no amendments to it.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Beaver, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt the agenda as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

IV. NEW BUSINESS

a. Resolution 18-13: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue, Alaska certifying the results of the Tuesday, October 3, 2017 Municipal Election
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to adopt Resolution 18-13.

The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver


yes

Christopher Collins
yes

Matthew Tekker

yes

Gayle Ralston

yes

Lewis Pagel


yes

Johnson Greene
yes

August Nelson, Sr.

yes

The motion passed unanimously.
b.  Oath of Office
Seat A:  Eugene Smith

Seat B:   Lewis Pagel

Seat C:  Matthew Tekker

City Attorney Joe Evans recommended to the council that the Oath of Office for Seat B take place at the next city council meeting due to the fact that there is a possibility of a re-count of the ballots.  He stated that the Kotzebue Municipal Code provides that after the Certification of the Election, a candidate has twenty-four (24) hours to file a Recount Application.  Councilor Collins asked the clerk if a letter of notice for the recount is expected.  The clerk stated that she cannot answer for the candidates.  Councilor Tekker asked if the results had to be ratified.  Mr. Evans stated that the council passed the resolution that certifies the results of the municipal election.  Councilor Pagel stated that he had no issues with the suggestion to waiting for the oath to be administered.  He asked City Attorney Evans if he still had voting rights as the sitting councilor.  City Attorney Evans stated to Councilor Pagel that he can maintain his voting status.  Mayor Ralston asked that a motion be made to delay the swearing in of the candidate for Seat B.
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Greene to delay the swearing in of the candidate for Seat B.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

Mayor Ralston asked the city clerk to administer the Oath of Office to the newly elected officials for Seat A and C.

The clerk administered the Oath of Office to Eugene Smith for Seat A and Matthew Tekker for Seat C, who were elected to serve on the council at the October 3, 2017 Municipal Election.
c.  Reorganization of the City Council

Mayor Ralston stated that the City Council will have to re-organize at the next council meeting to be held on October 19, 2017 due to the fact that the final results of the election may be contested.  He further stated that no word has been received in regard to the possibility of a recount.  Councilor Smith stated that the council should table re-organization.

A motion was made by Councilor Smith, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to table Reorganization of the City Council until the October 19, 2017 regular city council meeting.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that meetings of the city council may need to be re-scheduled and asked City Attorney Evans to expound on the reasons.  City Attorney Evans stated that the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) convention is October 18-21, 2017; the Alaska Municipal League convention will be going on  November 16, 2017 when the meeting is already scheduled; and, the regular meeting is December 21, 2017, which is Christmas week.  He suggested that if councilors planned to attend the AFN and/or AML conventions those two dates be re-set.  No councilor indicated that any of them would be attending the AFN convention.  The next meeting of the City Council will be October 19, 2017.  A discussion in regard to the November/December meetings will be held at the next meeting to decide whether those dates need to be changed.
Mayor Ralston congratulated Eugene Smith and Matthew Tekker on their election to the city council.

Councilor Smith stated that Mary Norton is present and should be allowed to address the council in regard to the election.  The clerk stated to the mayor, councilors and audience that the topic is not on the agenda and should not be discussed during the meeting.  She further stated that Ms. Norton is here because she needs to talk with the clerk after the meeting adjourns.  The clerk reminded the council that the city attorney is on teleconference and can speak to the clerk being correct about the matter.
NO FURTHER BUSINESS.
V.  ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Beaver, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 12:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle Ralston, Mayor

