
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

May 4, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gayle Ralston called the meeting to order at 5 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were: Mayor Ralston, Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver; Councilors: Johnson Greene, Christopher Collins, and August Nelson, Sr..

Councilors Lewis Pagel and Matthew Tekker were not present.
A quorum was established.
The excusal request from Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver for the April 20, 2017 regular council meeting was reviewed.

A motion was made by Councilor Collins, seconded by Councilor Nelson to approve the request for excusal from Vice-Mayor Beaver.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A moment of silence was observed.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.   There were no changes to it.
A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Greene to adopt the agenda as written.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the regular meeting minutes of April 20, 2017.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt the regular meeting minutes of April 20, 2017 as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

VI.
CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

VII.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
Individuals present did not make comments.
VIII.  Unfinished Business


There was no unfinished business.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a.  Resolution 17-29: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the City Manager, or her designee, to execute a Contract with BDO to conduct an Audit of the City’s General Purpose Financial Statement for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2016 in an amount not to exceed $69,500.00 plus out of pocket costs for travel, lodging, typing, preparation of OMB Data Collection Form and presentation of financial statements to the City Council

A motion was made by Councilor Collins, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to adopt Resolution 17-29.


The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes




The motion carried unanimously.
b.  Introduction and First Public Hearing: ordinance 17-07: a code ordinance amending the Kotzebue Municipal Code Section 2.20.0300(A) ‘regular meetings’ to provide for a ‘once a month regular meeting of the City Council
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to introduce Ordinance 17-07.
Councilor Matthew Tekker arrived at the meeting at 5:06 p.m.


The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes

Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Matthew Tekker
no
The motion carried
Mayor Ralston opened the first public hearing. 

City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that the administration and council continues to update the Kotzebue Municipal Code.  She stated that this amendment would help with cuts the city is making to the budget.  Ms. Gilman reminded the council that it can call a special meeting as the need arises.  Mayor Ralston stated that he supports the change.  It will give employees a chance to get information to the council, especially the department reports which were not timely in the past.  He reminded the council that this is an option for it.  Mayor Ralston stated that special meetings can be called with specific topics.  Councilor Tekker stated that he opposes the change as it does not give residents an option to be heard at two meeting per month.  Mayor Ralston stated that as meetings are called, the public will be notified of them as in the past.
Mayor Ralston closed the second public hearing.

A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt Ordinance 17-07.


The roll call vote was:


Sandra Beaver

yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Matthew Tekker
no
The motion passed.
c.  Awarding of 2017 Scholarships to Kotzebue High School Students

Mayor Ralston stated that scholarships will be awarded to students who qualify following the executive session to review each application.

d.  FY-18 Budget Proposal

Michael Cooper, Finance Director, informed the council that the proposal updates the FY-18 budget from the council retreat last week.  He stated that he is providing it with a summary of where the changes were made from recommendations.  Mr. Cooper pointed out that the general fund is at a deficit of $392,503.  The refuse enterprise fund’s deficit is $344,059.  He recommended that the council hold a work session later in May in order to pass a balanced budget by June 15, no later than June 30 of this year.  Mr. Cooper reported that as he gets additional information from other organizations he will have a better idea of what to present to the council regarding the budget.  A discussion ensued regarding a date for the work session.  Mr. Cooper recommended that the last week of May be considered when he has an update.
X.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

City Manager Shawn Gilman directed the council to her written report.  She stated that she was out of town for training last week.  Ms. Gilman stated that the Government Accountability Office for Congress conduct a review of federal drinking water review of the city.  She informed the council that she, Bill Reich and Matt Lazarus discussed ways to improve the application process with their representatives.   Ms. Gilman reported that she attended the Northwest Arctic Borough Assembly meeting on Aril 25th, where the ordinance to approve the settlement agreement for the Red Dog Mine between it and Teck Alaska was adopted.  She stated that AIDEA and Dowl Engineering are processing the submission of ROW and permit requests for the road from the Dalton Highway to the Ambler Mining District.  Ms. Gilman informed the council that the Elders Council had a special meeting regarding the Elders Tax exemption and changes to it.  She stated that the council supports the recommended changes and support the idea of having new cards.  Ms. Gilman informed the council that one of the elders showed a card that was issued to Mr. and Mrs. Obviously it was issued many years ago.  She reported that the proposed harbor budget and fees were discussed.  Ms. Gilman requested personal leave from May 15-19, 2017 to take care of her mother’s personal effects in Washington state.  She informed the council that she has been invited to speak at the 7th Symposium on the Impacts of an Ice-Diminishing Arctic on Naval and Maritime Operations in Washington D.C. from July 18-20, 2017.  Ms. Gilman stated that she was contacted by the British Broadcasting Company about a documentary it is producing entitle Defending Alaska and will meet with Mr. Pollard to discuss details.  Councilor Greene stated that he appreciates knowing that the Elders Council is involved in decisions made in regard to the new cards that will issued to those who qualify for them.  Mayor Ralston stated that he is impressed with the sample cards staff provided the council.  Councilor Collins asked what organization will be paying for the costs of the trip to Washington, D.C.  Ms. Gilman stated that there are no fees however airfare will probably have to be paid by the City.  Councilor Collins asked what information will be brought to the symposium.  Ms. Gilman reported that she has been discussing issues with agencies that are important to this area.  Councilor Collins asked what the expected outcome would be for Kotzebue.  Ms. Gilman stated that the Cape Blossom road project may be impacted.  Councilor Collins asked how the trip will benefit the City.  Ms. Gilman stated that the City will be recognized and she hoped to gain support there as well as meet with the Coast Guard.  She further stated that information gained at the symposium may impact subsistence activity in this area.    Mayor Ralston stated that during the trip to Washington, D.C. for lobbying purposes Federal Representative Lisa Murkowski notified the group that she supports the Cape Blossom project.  He informed everyone that Councilor Collins is concerned due to the fact that a representative from Kotzebue went to Paris for a climate change meeting and that individual’s views were not representative of the City.   Councilor Nelson stated that he believes the trip is a good idea and it will put Kotzebue on the map.  Ms. Gilman stated that she will show her report for the symposium to the council.  Mayor Ralston asked about the annual spring cleanup dates.  Ms. Gilman informed the council that a meeting will be held May 5 to discuss them.  Finance Director Michael Cooper stated that the discussion will be held at 3 p.m.
XII.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat A:  Christopher Collins:  Councilor Collins stated that he appreciated the budget meeting.  He further stated that he appreciated road maintenance ongoing.
Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Councilor Pagel was not present.

Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker welcomed Police Chief Swisher back from leave.  He stated that Public Works is doing a great job.  Councilor Tekker asked about additional dumpsters available for residents and organizations.  Public Works Director Billy Reich stated that there are 10 dumpsters on order.
Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson did not have any comments.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene drivers for fast food entities in town are speeding and driving through stop signs.  He asked about the permits issued for these businesses and what the consequences are for violators.  Chief Swisher stated that the city can revoke permits.  A discussion ensued.  Mayor Ralston asked that the administration send information to taxi and food service entities regarding traffic matters.  City Manager Gilman stated that she will write a letter to all businesses.
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston asked what the cost is for dumpsters that the city sells.  Public Works Director Billy Reich stated that he will know more information after the Invitation To Bids are opened.  He further stated that residents should be responsible for repairs to them.  Mayor Ralston stated that all departments are doing a great job.  He encouraged everyone to enjoy the weather.
Seat E:  Sandra Beaver:  Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that she has observed food delivery operators taking shortcuts including through other people’s driveways.  She complimented Public Works for its removal of water from various streets.  Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that she was pleased to learn that the elders support the Sales Tax Task Force recommendations in regard to amendments to the code.
XIII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to go into executive session to discuss subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and character of any person and matters that would have an adverse effect upon the finances of the City.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The council went into executive session at 5:50 p.m.

The meeting reconvened in open session at 7:10 p.m.

Mayor Ralston stated that the administration is directed to give eight scholarships to students who applied for them at $625.00 each.


NO FURTHER BUSINESS.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilor Collins, seconded by Councilor Greene to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

