
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

March 2, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were: Vice-Mayor Beaver, Councilors: Johnson Greene, Lewis Pagel, Christopher Collins, and August Nelson, Sr.
Absent were: Mayor Gayle Ralston and Councilor Matthew Tekker.
A quorum was established.
The excusal requests from Councilor Collins for the January 10, 2017 special meeting and Vice-Mayor Beaver for the January 5, 2017 regular meeting and January 10, 2017 special meeting were reviewed.
A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Nelson to approve Councilor Collins’ request to be excused from the January 10, 2017 special meeting and Vice-Mayor Beaver’s request to be excused from the January 5, 2017 and January 10, 2017 meetings.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

A moment of silences was observed.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.   Acting City Manager Michael Cooper informed the council that no changes needed to be made to the agenda.  

A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Greene to adopt the agenda as presented.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the regular meeting minutes of January 19, 2017.
A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt the regular meeting minutes of January 19, 2017 as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

VI.
CORRESPONDENCE
Acting City Manager Michael Cooper directed the council to letters of support from the Kotzebue Police Department in regard to Maniilaq Association’s application for funding in FY18 in regard to a Rural Child Welfare Services grant and a FY17 Mental Health Essential Program Equipment Solicitation.  He noted that there are several requests for funding including a letter from Sadie Ferguson, who asked for a donation for her son to purchase an Action track chair, Robert Sheldon, II asking for travel expense funds to Australia, and Lily Tuzroyluke who requests monies for the novel she is writing.  Mr. Cooper reminded the council that the administration made cuts to the budget due to constraints therefore there are no funds set aside for donations.  Vice-Mayor Shroyer-Beaver requested that the administration notify all parties that the city cannot make contributions.
VII.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
No one present made any comments to the council.
VIII.
UNFINISHD BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business.

IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a. Resolution 17-24: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the City Manager or her designee to accept a proposal dated August 16, 2016 with Waste Management Sustainability Services- Alaska for removal ad disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous waste located at the City’s Baler Facility yard per the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) 2015 and 2016 Annual Inspection for an amount not to exceed $64,796.62

Acting City Manager Cooper recommended to the council that it discuss this topic in executive session, then make a decision on it.
Vice-Mayor Beaver tabled action on Resolution 17-24 until after executive session.

b.  Resolution 17-25: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the City Manager, or her designee, to enter into a Mutual Aid Agreement with the State of Alaska Department of Transportation/Public Facilities
City Attorney Joe Evans stated that the proposed agreement is the same as an earlier mutual aid agreement that expired a few years ago.  He noted that the agreement was reviewed and signed by a representative of the State of Alaska.

A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Greene to adopt Resolution 17-25.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes




The motion carried unanimously.

c.  Resolution 17-26: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue requesting the re-opening of a fully-funded State of Alaska Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) office in Kotzebue and a Trilateral Committee Resolution in support of re-opening a fully-funded fully functioning DMV office in Kotzebue

Joe Evans, City Attorney, reminded the council that at the Trilateral Committee meeting last month the group discussed passing a resolution by the council, the Native Village of Kotzebue (NVK) and Kikiktagruk Inupiat Corporation (KIC) in support of re-opening a fully funded DMV office in the city.  He stated that with the passage of the resolution, it will be forwarded to the NVK and KIC where similar resolutions will be endorsed by these two organizations.  Mr. Evans stated that this resolution directs the city manager and attorney to assist KIC and NVK in the process.
A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Greene to adopt Resolution 17-26.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes




The motion passed unanimously.

d.  Resolution 17-27: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue requesting the re-opening of the State of Alaska Job Center office in Kotzebue and a Trilateral Committee Resolution in support of re-opening the Job Center to provide assistance to residents of the NANA region

City Attorney Joe Evans stated that at the Trilateral Committee meeting last month the group discussed passing resolutions in support of the State of Alaska reopening a fully-funded Job Center office in Kotzebue.  Mr. Evans stated that there is no Job Center office in Northwest/Northern Alaska.  He stated that KIC and NVK, with the assistance of the city manager and city attorney, will pass similar resolutions.
A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt Resolution 17-27.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes




The motion carried unanimously.
e.  Discussion:  Lot 7, Tract 6 USS 2083
Joe Evans, City Attorney, distributed a map showing the location of this lot.  He noted that the current Memorandum of Agreement regarding the use of the property expired in December 2017.  Mr. Evans directed the council to the letter he authored and of which was included in the paperwork, to the council, dated May 2015 written to the Indian Health Service (IHS).  Discussion followed.  The council agreed that the city should pursue the possible beneficial conveyance of public property to the City and begin that process before the end of the year.
X.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Acting City Manager Michael Cooper referred the council to City Manager Shawn Gilman’s written report to it.  He informed the members that the city’s street crew worked all hours of the day and night to maintain roads and keep them open during the major snowstorm last week.  Mr. Cooper directed the council to the future calendar information in the report, noting that Ms. Gilman, Mayor Ralston and Councilor Tekker are in Juneau lobbying the legislature; the next Elders meeting will be held March 6th; the Borough Planning Commission will meet March 8; the Local Beverage Control Board was scheduled to meet March 8, that meeting will be held on March 22nd; the City’s Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on the Boat Harbor March 9th; the NANA Career Fair and Shareholder Annual meeting will be held March 14.  He informed the council that Mayor Ralston, Councilor Pagel and City Manager Gilman will be lobbying in Washington, D.C. during the week of April 3rd; and the retreat for the council will be held April 25 and 26 at the Nullagvik Hotel.  Mr. Cooper stated that the Planning Commission met to hold a public hearing on February 9th on the draft operation plan for the Boat Harbor.  He said that GCSIT representative Bill Rondeau was here to address computer issues and held a planning strategy meeting due to the fact that OTZ Telephone will be metering internet usage after the fiber cable is operational in Kotzebue.  Mr. Cooper reported that representatives of AML/JIA made a presentation to staff in regard to human resources and policy per the personnel policy manual on February 24th.  He said that the Sales Tax Task Force continues to meet and make recommendation to revisions of the sales tax code that will be presented to the council for its consideration.  Mr. Cooper notified the council that the city received the ARFF truck from DOT after making one of two installment payments.  He stated that City Manager Gilman and City Attorney Joe Evans are desirous of updating Title II of the code and plan to bring changes to the attention of the council.  Mr. Cooper informed the council that with the Drake Construction change order regarding the landing and material storage site at North Tent City, the GO bond will be fully obligated with the close-out of the harbor.  He reported that two individuals who were housed at the Homeless Shelter for a time have gained employment and the administration is assisting with its budget.  Mr. Cooper noted that the Qatnut Planning for the Trade Fair, scheduled for July is going well.  He informed the council that the Arctic Spring Festival, hosted by the city’s Parks and Recreation Department is nearly planned and will be held in early April.  Mr.  Cooper directed the council to reports from the Package Store, Planning, Water Plant, Police and Fire, Parks and Recreation and the Financial Statement for December 2016.
XII.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat A:  Christopher Collins:  Councilor Collins thanked staff for their reports.  He also thanked Mr. Cooper for covering for the City Manager while she is out of the office.  Councilor Collins commended Public Works for its snow removal effort.  He encouraged everyone who travels by snow machine to let family and friends know where they are going and when they plan to return.

Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Councilor Pagel stated that he agreed with Councilor Collins’ remarks.

Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker was not present at the meeting.
Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson stated he, too, supports Councilor Collins’ statements.  He further stated that Public Works did a good job cleaning the streets.  Councilor Nelson asked about the status of vehicles in residents yards that are not running, stating that there are snow piles around them.  Acting City Manager Cooper informed the council that the city made an effort last summer to retain a company to barge inoperable vehicles but because of the costs it was not feasible.  He said that the city offers to remove junk cars and trucks from private property.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene stated that this was a good meeting.  He asked if fluoride in the drinking water is a requirement.  Acting City Manager Cooper stated that he will check on Councilor Greene’s inquiry.
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston was absent from the meeting.
Seat E:  Sandra Beaver:  Vice-Mayor Beaver thanked staff for all the work it does for the city.  She stated she appreciated the road crew efforts to remove snow from roads and yards.
XIII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Collins to go into executive session to discuss matters the immediate knowledge of which would have an adverse effect upon the finances of the city 
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
The council went into executive session at 5:40 p.m.

The meeting convened in open session at 5:50 p.m.

Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that the council was prepared to take action on Resolution 17-24.

Resolution 17-24: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the City Manager or her designee to accept a proposal dated August 16, 2016 with Waste Management Sustainability Services- Alaska for removal ad disposal of hazardous and non-hazardous waste located at the City’s Baler Facility yard per the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) 2015 and 2-016 Annual Inspection for an amount not to exceed $64,796.62

A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt Resolution 17-24.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes




The motion passed unanimously.

NO FURTHER BUSINESS.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Councilor Nelson, seconded by Councilor Greene to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

