
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

March 16, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gayle Ralston called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were: Mayor Ralston, Vice-Mayor Beaver, Councilors: Johnson Greene, Lewis Pagel, Christopher Collins, August Nelson, Sr. and Matthew Tekker.
A quorum was established.
The excusal requests from Mayor Ralston and Councilor Tekker for the March 2, 2017 meeting were reviewed.
A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Beaver, seconded by Councilor Nelson to approve Mayor Ralston’s and Councilor Tekker’s request to be excused from the March 2, 2017 meeting.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Assembly of God Associate Pastor Alex McCabe gave the invocation.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was reviewed.   City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that there were no changes to it.
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Greene to adopt the agenda as read.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the regular meeting minutes of March 2, 2017.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt the regular meeting minutes of March 2, 2017 as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

VI.
CORRESPONDENCE
City Manager Shawn Gilman directed the council to several letters asking for donations including: the OPT Group who will hold a conference in Kiana; the Kotzebue Sound Racing Association; the Kotzebue Lions Club/Snowmobile Committee; MaryAnn Riselbara on behalf of Maniilaq where the organization will be honoring nurses; and the Kobuk 440 Racing Association, an Iditarod qualifier.  Mrs. Gilman informed the council that there is approximately $1,000.00 remaining in the budget for contributions.  Councilor Collins asked if monies included the 4th of July and Christmas expenditures.  Mrs. Gilman stated that those expenses will be in next year’s budget.  She further stated that funds are set aside for the Kobuk 440.  Councilor Pagel stated that he made the request for monies on behalf of the Kobuk 440 as this is a great event for the entire region.  Discussion ensued.  Mayor Ralston stated that it is appropriate for the city to contribute $501.00 to the Kobuk 440.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Nelson to contribute $501.00 to the Kobuk 440 Racing Association.


The roll call vote was:


Matthew Tekker
yes


Sandra Beaver

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Lewi Pagel 

abstain – conflict of





interest
 - part of racing committee


The motion carried.
VII.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
Louis Eklund stated that he is before the council as Louis Holger, Article III Judge of the Constitution because he has filed a lawsuit against several individuals and organizations including Kotzebue Police Department (KPD) employees Eric Swisher, Joseph Linger, and Norman Hughes.  He further stated that his child was abducted and kidnapped and KPD is liable.  Mr. Eklund stated that fraud and other issues are included in the paperwork he filed.  He provided the council with the Summons and Notices to Both Parties of Judicial Assignment.  Mr. Eklund briefed the council on his circumstances and beliefs.  Mayor Ralston thanked him for his presentation.
VIII.
UNFINISHD BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business.
IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a. Resolution 17-28: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue supporting the State of Alaska, Alaska Department of Transportation, Northern Region (SOA ADOT-NR) realignment of the Cape Blossom Road around the Kotzebue Electric Association windfarm for health and safety reasons
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to adopt Resolution 17-28.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Matthew Tekker
yes


Gayle Ralston

yes



The motion carried unanimously.
X.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

City Manager Shawn Gilman directed the council to her written report.  Under future calendar information, she mentioned the LBCB meeting scheduled for March 22 at 5 p.m.; the NWAB Planning Commission meeting on March 22 at 9 a.m.; the Elders Council meeting on April 3 at 4 p.m.; the Washington, D.C. Lobbying trip from April 3-6 that she, Mayor Ralston, and Councilor Pagel will attend;  the Tri-lateral meeting on April 12 at 10 a.m.; the joint work session of the Sales Tax Task Force and City Council scheduled at 12 noon on April 12 by the force; and the council retreat on April 25 and 26 at the Nullagvik Hotel.  Mrs. Gilman referred the council to her report on the Juneau Lobbying Trip that she, Mayor Ralston and Councilor Tekker attended in from February 27-March 1, 2017.  Mayor Ralston asked what the NWAB Planning Commission was expected to review at their meeting.  Manager Gilman stated that one of the topics will be the Cape Blossom road project.  She informed the council that she and City Attorney Joe Evans attended the Elders Council meeting.  Mr. Evans informed the council that he introduced the recommended amendments to the sales tax code that the Task Force is intending to address the city council about at the scheduled work session.  He stated that the elders seemed very receptive to the changes that the force wants amended.  Mr. Evans reported that he and the city manager will bring whatever is discussed by the council and task force back to Elders Council so that it is well-informed about the expected revisions to the code.  City Manager Gilman informed the council that the city Planning Commission public hearing had a fair amount of residents in attendance.  She mentioned that Dennis Jennings, Lorraine Hunnicutt, Billy Reich, and Jason Jessup did very well with their reports that included the idea of a Harbor Master at the boat harbor which was well received.  Manager Gilman stated that she met with several employees of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) where discussion was held on the funding structure, maintenance issues and the towers that are fully operational within the city limits on KIC property.  She stated that at a meeting with various entities in Kotzebue and the Department of Transportation (DOT) was held to discuss the rerouting of the Cape Blossom road for safety concerns; the bridge across Sadie Creek,  and turnout locations.  Mrs. Gilman informed the council that the annual Employee Evaluations are ongoing and will be completed before budget planning takes place.  She stated that there are reports from Public Works, the Water Plant, the Fire and Police Departments and Finance attached to her report.  Councilor Collins asked about the bingo equipment sale to the Lions Club that was supposed to take place.  Manager Gilman stated that she does not know; however when Finance Director Michael Cooper returns she will ask him about it.  
XII.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat A:  Christopher Collins:  Councilor Collins thanked the City Manager and the Kotzebue Police and Fire Departments for their efforts involving the Homeless Shelter.

Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Councilor Pagel thanked Kotzebue Police Department for its public safety efforts.

Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker sends condolences to the Uhl and Norton families.  He reminded everyone to take the cold weather into consideration and be safe.
Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson did not make any comments.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene stated that he received a request from a resident who asked him to request that the police department be nicer when they are pulling a driver over.
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston stated that the Coast Guard gave the city an emblem during the Lobbying Trip to Juneau, stating that it planned to continue its operation in Kotzebue for at least the next five years.  He further stated that he was blind sighted by the citizen who made comments under Citizen’s Comments.  Mayor Ralston stated that he believes everyone has a right to appear before the council to make presentations.  He sends his condolences to the Norton and Uhl families as well as others who are hurting.  Mayor Ralston stated that there is an anniversary coming up in regard to a member of his family who passed on.
Seat E:  Sandra Beaver:  Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that she received a call from a resident who had a complaint.  She stated she contacted the City Manager requesting that she contact the individual in order to follow protocol.  She wished good luck to the racers.
XIII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

There was no need for an executive session.


NO FURTHER BUSINESS.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Beaver, seconded by Councilor Collins to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

