
CITY OF KOTZEBUE

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

January 19, 2017
I.
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Gayle Ralston called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

II.
ROLL CALL

In attendance were: Mayor Ralston, Vice-Mayor Sandra Shroyer-Beaver, Councilors: Johnson Greene, Lewis Pagel, Christopher Collins, Matthew Tekker, and August Nelson, Sr.
A quorum was established.
III.
INVOCATION/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Church of God Pastor Tim Cowdell provided the invocation.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

IV. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The amended agenda was reviewed.   City Manager Shawn Gilman informed the council that there were no additional revisions to it.  

A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Vice-Mayor Beaver to adopt the amended agenda as presented.
The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
ADOPTION OF MINUTES

The council reviewed the regular meeting minutes of January 5, 2017 and special meeting minutes of January 10, 2017.  Mayor Ralston stated that he misspoke during the January 10, 2017 special meeting.  He further stated that he should have said homeless shelter instead of homeless/detox shelter.
A motion was made by Councilor Pagel, seconded by Councilor Nelson to adopt the regular meeting minutes of January 5, 2017 and special meeting minutes of January 10, 2017 as read.
The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

VI.
CORRESPONDENCE
City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that Nils Andreassen of the Institute of the North sent an e-mail seeking a $2,500.00 contribution from the City for a planned charter to the Red Dog Mine during the Arctic Council’s Sustainable Development working Group meeting February 7-9, 2017 in Kotzebue.  Mayor Ralston stated that the City cannot make a donation due to budget restraints.
VII.
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
No one present made any comments to the council.
VIII.
UNFINISHD BUSINESS

There was no unfinished business.

IX.
NEW BUSINESS
a.  Recognition of Employee Excellence – Kotzebue Fire Department
Kotzebue Fire Chief Brian Reiselbara introduced Fire Department employee Min Chang to the council, stating that he successfully completed the emergency Vehicle Driver Training course offered by Texas A&M Engineering Extension Service while he was in College Station, Texas.  Chief Reiselbara stated that Officer Chang also completed the NFPA 1001 Firefighter I and II courses during the same timeframe.  Chief Reiselbara informed the council that Officer Min Chang was chosen the Outstanding Cadet during his training sessions.  Mayor Ralston congratulated Fire Department Officer Chang for his accomplishments.  He stated that Officer Chang is a good example of city employees.  Mayor Ralston further stated that the city profits from Officer Chang’s service and he is glad he works here.
b.  Resolution 17-23: a resolution of the City Council of the City of Kotzebue authorizing the execution of Signature Cards for bank accounts with Wells Fargo Bank of Alaska

A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Greene to adopt Resolution 17-23.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes

The motion carried unanimously.
c. Introduction and First Public Hearing: Ordinance 17-05: a non-code Ordinance amending the budget for the City of Kotzebue, Alaska for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2017

A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Collins to introduce Ordinance 17-05.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes

The motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Ralston opened the first public hearing.
Mayor Ralston closed the first public hearing.

Mayor Ralston asked Finance Director Michael Cooper to address the council regarding the ordinance.  Mr. Cooper stated that this is the first budget amendment for the council to review and approve.  He reported that the nearly $8,000 increase in the general fund is monies from the State Revenue Sharing program.  Mr. Cooper stated that the administration under budgeted expenses that required a transfer of funds for office supplies, postage and printing.  He indicated that there were no other amendments and recommended to the council that it adopt the ordinance.
A motion was made by Councilor Tekker, seconded by Councilor Collins to adopt Ordinance 17-05.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes

The motion carried unanimously.
d.  Legislative Priorities
City Manager Gilman reported to the council that Capital Projects Manager Jason Jessup provided documentation included in the packet in regard to legislative priorities at the State and Federal levels.  The priorities at the State level include Lift Station Upgrades and Replacement, the Water Treatment Plant and Building, Kotzebue Biomass Plant and Building.  Priorities at the Federal Level are the Cape Blossom Road, Lift State Upgrades and Replacement, the Water Treatment Plant and Building Replacement, and the Kotzebue Biomass Plant and Building.  A discussion ensued.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Tekker to approve the 2017 Legislative Priorities as mentioned in the presentation.


The roll call vote was:


Lewis Pagel

yes


Matthew Tekker
yes


Christopher Collins
yes


August Nelson

yes


Johnson Greene
yes


Gayle Ralston

yes


Sandra Beaver

yes

The motion passed unanimously.

e.  Washington, D.C. and  f.  Juneau Travel
Ms. Gilman, City Manager, informed the council that she and the State/Federal Lobbyists have been discussing the city’s Washington and Juneau trips to lobby for the City’s legislative priorities.  Mayor Ralston stated that it may be necessary for the administration and council to make more trips to Juneau than in the past.  City Attorney Joe Evans stated that whoever is available to participate in the lobbying effort should make an effort to travel.  Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that she has commitments with the school district and will not be available.  Ms. Gillman informed the council that travel dates should be scheduled the week before the AML conference.  She stated that Federal Lobbyist Steve Silver will provide dates as soon as he can confirm meetings for the city.  Finance Director Michael Cooper stated that due to budget constraints he recommends that the city manager, Mayor and/or Vice-Mayor and one or two councilors make the trips.  Mayor Ralston suggested that a maximum of three individuals go to Juneau and Washington, D.C. He reminded everyone that Steve Silver provides transportation while the city officials are in Washington.  Mayor Ralston stated that any councilor should go, not necessarily the Mayor.  Councilor Pagel said he cannot make a commitment for either trip until he reviews his work schedule.  Vice-Mayor Beaver stated that whoever goes should be fully aware of the priority information.  A discussion ensued.  Mayor Ralston stated that the city should consider travel in April to D.C.  and each member should have the opportunity, during his/her term, to experience the city’s lobbying process. Following further discussion, members of the council indicated to Ms. Gilman that they will contact her as details are determined for travel and meetings in both cities.
f.  Memorandum of Agreement (MOA): Northwest Inupiat Housing Authority (NIHA) and the City of Kotzebue Police Department

Shawn Gilman, City Manager, informed the council that the purpose of the MOA is to exchange public safety information that is videoed on NIHA properties and waives various costs charged to and/or from either party.  Ms. Gilman said that City Attorney Joe Evans reviewed it.  Joe Evans stated that the MOA memorializes what the city does for NIHA.  He recommended that the council approve it.
A motion was made by Councilor Greene, seconded by Councilor Tekker to approve the MOA with NIHA.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.

X.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

City Manager Shawn Gilman stated that under Future Calendar in her report, that she will be attending an assembly meeting where there will be a discussion on taxation of tobacco on January 23, 2017 at noon.  She stated that the city’s Planning Commission will hold a special meeting on January 23, 2017 at 5 p.m. in the Public Works facility.  Ms. Gilman said she plans to attend the assembly meeting on January 24, 2017 scheduled for 9 a.m.  She reported that there will be a Qatnut 2017 planning meeting at the Native Village of Kotzebue conference room at 1:30 p.m. on January 31, 2017.  On February 9, 2017 the city Planning Commission will hold a meeting at Public Work beginning at 5 p.m. and an additional special Planning Commission meeting will be held on February 23, 2017 at 5 p.m. in the Public Works complex.  Ms. Gilman stated that no date has been set for the Tri-lateral meeting to be held in February 2017.  She informed the council that the LBCB meeting is scheduled for March 8, 2017 in the council chambers beginning at 5 p.m.  City Manager Gilman mentioned the special city council meeting that was held on January 10 to discuss the Kotzebue Police Department and jail with Dean William, Commissioner of the Department of Corrections, Walt Monegan with the Department of Public safety and Director Gerri Fox of the pre-trial unit, State Lobbyist Eldon Mulder, the troopers and members of the community.  She stated that the meeting was productive and she intends to seek grant funds through the tribe to make repairs to the jails as necessary.  Ms. Gilman stated that the Planning Commission discussed the boat harbor rules and regulations draft operational plan, encroachment Rows, Safe Routes to School project and received on update on the Cape Blossom Road project during its January 12, 2017 meeting.  She reported that the Planning Commission will hold public hearings on the boat harbor rules and regulations the Encroachment ROWs on February 9 and 23, 2017 prior to sending the information onto the council for its consideration and approval before the summer season.  Manager Gilman informed the council that Dennis Jennings, City Planner will be traveling with staff of the Kotzebue IRA to Washington, D.C. to meet with Alaska Senators Dan Sullivan and Lisa Murkowski in regard to the Cape Blossom Road project.  She said that the Homeless Shelter will re-open on January 20, 2017.  It is the intent of the organizations involved to conduct background checks on anyone, paid and/or working there as a volunteer.  Ms. Gilman informed the council that there will be two individuals at the shelter whenever it is open.  She stated that the Sales Tax Task Force is reviewing the code and is concerned with elder exemption cards.  City Attorney Joe Evans stated that he contacted Willie Goodwin, former Chairman to get on the agenda.  He stated that he and Ms. Gillman will attend the Elders Meeting on February 6, 2017 to make a presentation on recommended changes to the exemption cards.    Manager Gilman stated that Alvin Werneke, Jr. from the local Department of Transportation office contacted her in regard to the chance to offer a bid on the aircraft rescue fire fighting truck in Kotzebue.  She indicated that the city offered a bid of $3,500.00.  Shawn informed the council that she is meeting with Department Heads as time allows.  There will be a staff meeting on February 2, 2017 and employees are encouraged to wear Jerseys supporting their favorite sports teams.  Ms. Gilman reminded the council of staff reports included in the packet for their review.  Councilor Collins asked about the status of the Division of Motor Vehicle (DMV) agreement and whether or not the city would take on the responsibility of providing an open office for residents.  Manager Gilman stated the city does not plan to deal with DMV.  She further stated that the city cannot afford to be part of the agreement; however the borough might take it on the responsibility.  City Attorney Joe Evans stated that the proposal was approximately $21,000.00 and expenses will cost over $40,000.00.  Councilor Tekker stated that since the State of Alaska wants residents to follow all the DMV requirements to operate vehicles on City streets, it needs to make sure there is an office open for business.  Mayor Ralston thanked staff for their reports.
XII.
COUNCIL MEMBERS COMMENTS

Seat E:  Sandra Beaver:    Vice-Mayor Beaver thanked staff for all their reports.  She stated she has the excusal forms she needs to complete for the council meetings she missed due to flight cancellation and work related travel.  Vice-Mayor Beaver asked Fire Chief Reiselbara if the department still hands out smoke detectors.  Chief Reiselbara stated there are no detectors in stock and no grants available to apply for monies to purchase them.  She thanked Grant Hildreth for attending the council meeting.  Vice-Mayor Beaver offered her condolences to Public Works Director Billy Reich whose brother, Veteran Louis Reich passed on recently.
Seat A:  Christopher Collins:  Councilor Collins thanked the Fire Department for its work.  He said that CJ did a good job.

Seat B:  Lewis Pagel:  Councilor Pagel congratulated CJ for all the certificates  he earned while in training.  He mentioned that the Parks and Recreation Department will have a meeting to organize the Arctic Circle Spring Festival.

Seat C:  Matthew Tekker:  Councilor Tekker congratulated CJ.  He stated that the bid for the fire truck should be one dollar over the $25,000.00 posted amount as it could be used for the safety of the community.  Councilor Tekker encouraged everyone to stay warm during the ongoing cold temperatures.
Seat F:  August Nelson, Sr.:  Councilor Nelson did not have any comments.
Seat G:  Johnson Greene:  Councilor Greene thanked City Manager Shawn Gilman for her report about the homeless shelter reopening on January 20, 2017..
Seat D:  Gayle Ralston:  Mayor Ralston sends his condolences to the Reich family with the passing of Louie.  He stated that the Sales Task Tax Force is making great progress reviewing the sales tax code, coming up with good topics to revise to help the city financially.  Mayor Ralston said it is hard to determine how much the city has lost.  He stated that he is pleased the administration will be presenting information to the elders at their meeting.  Mayor Ralston thanked staff for their reports.  He reminded everyone to be safe on city streets as many pedestrians wear dark clothing.
XIII.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no need for executive session.

NO FURTHER BUSINESS.

XIV.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Vice-Mayor Beaver, seconded by Councilor Collins to adjourn.

The motion carried unanimously by voice vote.
The meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, 

________________________________

Linda B. Greene

City Clerk

Accepted by:

________________________________

Gayle D. Ralston
Mayor

